April 26, 1994

ACI D RAIN ETS USER BULLETI N #1

| nt roducti on

Since the rel ease of ETS-PC v2.0 on March 25, 1994, EPA
has received nunerous user reports regarding the initial
production version of software. This software may be used by
utilities in preparing their quarterly em ssions data reports
requi red under the Acid Rain Programrules (40 CFR Part 75).
EPA is pleased that many utilities and CEM DAHS software
vendors are using this diagnostic tool for assessing the
quality of quarterly em ssions data reports, and appreci ates
the tinely and inval uabl e feedback these users have provided.

Users have reported five errors or deficiencies in the
operation of ETS-PC v2.0 as applied to their quarterly
em ssions data reports. EPA has anal yzed the reported errors
and is providing information in this bulletin on how all users
shoul d accommodate these known software deficiencies when
preparing their quarterly report subm ssions under 40 CFR Part
75. EPA intends to correct these deficiencies and make ot her
enhancenents in its next release of ETS-PC These
enhancenents will include data format checking software for
dual stack configurations.

This docunent is the first in a series of user bulletins
EPA plans to release on the Acid Rain Em ssions Tracking
System (ETS). User bulletins will address future rel eases of
ETS-PC, inplenentation of direct electronic transm ssion
capability for quarterly report subm ssions, user-reported
errors or deficiencies in ETS-PC, and provide answers to ot her
questi ons EPA has received through user support. Al'l user
bulletins will be posted on the Cean Ar Act Anendnents
bul l etin board (under Title IV, Policy and CGui dance).

I f you have questions about the programor would like to
provide additional information to EPA about the software,
pl ease contact wuser support, staffed by Perrin Quarles
Associ ates, Inc. (PQA) at 804-979-3700 (fax: 804-296-2860).
PQA will refer technical questions relating to the operation
of the software and suggestions for itens to be incorporated
in future user bulletins to EPA
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Questions and Responses to Reported Errors in ETS-PC v2.0

1.

2.

3.

Common St ack Data Eval uation

Q Although I have ordered the conmmopn stack records as
requested in the Supplenentary EDR Instructions (dated
3/25/94), ETS-PC reports errors relating to M ssing
Record Type 300s. In addition, the program term nates
abnormally with a file read error relating to the I DS TXT
file. Should I change the order of the file?

A: No, please ignore these errors. The correct order is
to provide all common stack data, followed by Record Type
300 and 301 data for each constituent unit, as specified
in the Supplenmentary EDR Instructions. ETS-PC v2.0 is
not able to process a properly ordered common stack file.
The software should identify correctly internal record
consi stency, errors in calibration cal culations and ot her
problens relating to the data reported from the conmon
st ack.

M ssing Record Type 300s Message for Conplete First
Quarter Files

Q Wen | process a file containing records for each
hour of the First Quarter, 1994, ETS-PC reports that the
file is "Mssing Record Type 300s." | have reviewed the
file and determ ned that the file accounts for all hours
in the quarter. |Is there a problemw th ETS-PC?

A.  Yes, ETS-PC v2.0 contains an error and expects 2,208
hours for the First Quarter, 1994, instead of 2,160

This error nessage usually appears at the end of the
SEQLOG. DAT log file. The nmessage does not identify a
starting hour for the identified gap in Record Type 300s.
The user should ignore the nessage.

Erroneous Messages Relating to Calibration Records

Q ETS-PC reports the error "Cal Data on Day Wen
Monitor Not Used" even though the data does not include
this type of record. |Is there a problemwth the file?

A.  In sone circunstances, ETS-PC v2.0 is reporting this
error when the situation does not exist. Reviewthe data
to determine that the calibration records relate to
reported data and ignore the error nessage.
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4. Reporting Record Type 210s When Usi ng M ssing Data
Procedures for Record Type 320

Q Wien the file includes an hour of NQ em ssion rate
data using m ssing data procedures, it does not include
a Record Type 201 or 210. ETS-PC inforns nme that a
Record Type 210 is mssing for the hour. Is this a
pr obl enf

A No. When you have mssing data for a Record Type
320, it is not necessary to report a Record Type 201 or
210. ETS-PC v2.0 generates an erroneous nessage for a
m ssing Record Type 210 in this instance.

5. Cal cul ation of Calibration Error for Di|luent Records

Q For CO data which is reported for each hour in both
Record Type 202 and 210, | report two sets of calibration
records, one set identifying the CO, conponent of the CG
system and the other the CO, conponent of the NQ, system
ETS-PC identifies an error in the calibration error
cal culation for the NQ diluent calibration record, but
not for the CO, systemcalibration record. Wy?

A It is correct to report two sets of calibration
records, one for each system In both cases the
calibration error for the CO nonitor should be
cal culated as the absolute value of the difference
bet ween the neasured val ue and the reference value. ETS
PC v2.0 selects the wong fornula to recalculate the
calibration error for the Record Type 230 reported for
the CO diluent record. Please disregard error nessages
related to this cal cul ation.

Status of Direct Electronic Transm ssion Capability

EPA is postponing the general distribution of the key
files needed for direct electronic transfer of quarterly
report subm ssions into the Acid Rain ETS. For the First
Quarter, 1994, EPA requests that all utilities submt
quarterly emssions data files on diskette or tape. EPA will
soon provide additional information regarding the key files
and access to the IBM mainfranme, on which the ETS operates,
| ocated at the EPA National Conputer Center, Research Triangle
Par k, North Carolina.

The Acid Rain Division is currently establishing User |Ds
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(referred to as TSO LOGON | Ds) and RACF (Resources Access
Control Facility) security profiles for accessing ETS datasets
for the Phase | designated representatives (DRs). EPA wll
provide to each DR the ability to transfer encrypted quarterly
report data files (with digital signature) directly into
source-specific partitioned datasets for each source for which
the DR is responsible. These users will also have read-only
access to decrypted information in these datasets. Once
avail able, direct electronic transm ssion is an optional node
for subm ssion of quarterly reports to EPA. EPA intends to
allow utilities to submt their quarterly emnm ssions data
reports on diskettes or tapes in the future.



